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feeding a gcncralSy contiiHioos stream thiongfi ihc 9. The method as defined in daim 7, wherei n Acre is a 

nozzle such tiiatfliemasa stream contacts at least <Hic scn^pcr ^ each primary lollei; each saspper having a 

of the facing surfaces of fte separator conveyors andis Wadepivotally mranled and biased to lon^din^ 

goided between the fedng s^ces of the separator the lower surface of its assodatelprmiary roller, the m^^ 

convevors- 5 further conqaising flie step on 

^ ^ . ^ * seoaratittB masa from the lower sntfece of eadi of the 

gripping Ac masa stream between both facmg surfaces of ^n^n^r^te. 

the separator conveyors pulling the masa stream sudi lo AiSiodfor sq>arating a stream of masa utilizing a 

that fee masa stream is separated into masa logs; pak rfafigoed, <OT0Sttl«paralcr ^ 

feeding the mass logs onto the upstream end of a feed surfaces, the longihi^nal ends of the separator conveyors 
conveyor; moving the masa logs from the separator positioned adja'^ to a nozzle connected to a masa pro- 
conveyors along the upper surfaces of the feed cbur dndng device, the method of separating die masa stream 
veyors; comprising fee steps of: 

sensine the level of masa within an associated masa moving fee facing surfaces of the sqwrator conveyors at 

jj^^^ equal q)eed away from fee nozzle; 

. 1 1 * -1. * A^m W.1 nf TiiaeA fcciting a gcneraOy continuous masa stream ferough fee 

causmga signal to changeitsstete^^^ KSfee masa contacts at least one fee 

wifeinfeemasahqpperisbdowapredetcrminedlcvcl; ^ ^ ^^^^^ conveyors and is 

selective <^>ening and closing fee diverter gate to oon- guided between the facing surfaces of the sepanitor 

trol fee flow of masa logs to fee masa hopper in conveyors; and 

response to said change in signal; 30 g[^]piog fee naasa stream between bdfe&dng surfaces of 

placing fee masa logs through fee opening of one of fee fee separator oanveyors, polling the masa stxcam such 

masahopperr, that fee masa stream is separated hito masa logs, 

feedinefeemasalogstoatleastoneshaftwithinthcmasa H The mcfeodas defined by daim 10, whcrdn the 

^SrSfeeshaft; mefeod furfecr comprises fee step of: 

removinggasbubbles&amfeemasa wife fee projections " '^S^ 

^ at h^onc shaft; and Z'^S^'^^^^^^^^^^ 

fordng the masa through fee slot, towml the ^ecter ^ mcfe^as dS by dahn 11, whecdn fee 

rollers, wife fee pqec^^^ S^Somprises fee stjoft 

XTT^me*hodasdefinedl^damil,wheremfeemefeod ^ "XtingfeeS^^ 

further con^inscs file steps Of; conveycHS to diange the lengfe of the masa logs. 

airangittg fee fedng surfaces of fee separatOTO^^i^ 13. A mefeod of feeding masa to masa hoRp« witWn a 

to curve tow ard eadi other such that a cradle is formed f ^ p^nrp^dti;^ g^teny fee food processing system finther 

to &coady ffip the masa. ■ ^ \ ^ . havins a masa mdodng device and at least two masa 

3. niemethoda$definedbydaiml.whcnanthemelhod 35 h^^ppe^ themaahcOT«'an^ 

further comprises fee stqp of; connected ty at least two endless belt feed convey ors having 

acyusting fee speed of fee fadng surfaces of fee separator sm&ces moving in fee same direction, fee feed 

conveyors to diange fee lengfe of the masa logs. conveyoffs positioned in an upstream and downstream rda- 

4. The mefeod as defined in daim 1, wherein fee mecha- tionsfa^ relative to each ofeec, eadi masa hopper having an 
nism is a pneumatic cylinds connected to a oontroUei; fee 40 ^ g yv^Mtf^^^ sensor for sensing the levd of mass and an 
mefeod fiirfeer c omprising ; opening positionedbelow a divetter gatepositioned betiveen 

programming fee controller to carapaxe said signal to a conveyozs, each diverter gate connected to an 

predetennined value, associated merhanism and pivotable between an open 

sdectivdy commanding fee operation of fee pneumatic position, where the masa is gdded from fee upstream feed 

cylinder to control said selective opening and dodng of conveyor to fee downstream conveyor, and a dosed 

fee diverter gate. position, ^ere fee masa is guided into feemasahoi^rci; fee 

5. The mefeod as defined in daim 1, wherein said feeding mefeod conqaisittg fee steps o& 

is acoonqiiisbed by gravity. moving masa logs, jneviously separatedfrom a stream of 

^ The mefeod as defined in daim 1, wherein said rotating masa produced from fee masa producing device, along 

is acconqilished by an A/C motoc ^ fee upper surfaces of fee feed conveyors; 

7. The mefeod as defined in daim 1, wherein fee masa sensing the levd of masa wifein an associated masa 
hopper also has a pair of opposed, horizontally, aligned hopper, 

primary rollers between fee slot and fee sheeter rollers, fee causing a signal to diange its state when fee levd of masa 
primary rollers cadi havkg a general^ cylindrical surface within fee masa hopper is bdow a predetermined level; 
and two ends, fee mefeod further conqjrising fee stqjs of; ^ 
rotating fee primary rollers; selectivdy opening and dosing fee diverter gate to con- 
drawing fee masa between fee primary rollers; trd fee flow of masa logs to fee masa hoppa in 
compressing fee masa into a generally uniform curtain; rcsprase to said change in signal 

14. The mefeod of feeding masa as defined in daim 13, 

feeding said uniform curtain into fee sheeter rollers, herein fee inedianism is a pnemnaticQtodff connect^ 

8. The mefeod as defined in daim 7, wherein fee masa a oontrolki; the mefeod fiarfecr conqmsing the steps of: 
hopper also has two cndcaps, each endcap mounted around programming fee contxoncr to can^ said signal to a 
fee ends of fee primary rollers, fee mrthod fiirfeer conqnis- predetermined value; and 

ing fee step of; 65 sdectivdy commanding fee operation of fee pneumatic 

prcvcntingfeegencrallyhorizontalmovcmentaffeemasa cyiinto to coolrol said selective opening and dosmg of 

past fee ends of fee primary rollers. fee diverter g9te. 
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15. A method feeding masa to a pair of aHgiied, 
opposed sheeter lollast tiic sheeter rollers loca ted a<yaceiit 
to amasa hc^er having an opoiing for receiving masa and 
side walls and a bottom wall defining a slot, the masa hopper 
also having at least one shaft above the bottom wall, each 
shaft having projections, the method conyirising the steps 
of: 

placing the masa through the opening in the masa hopper; 
feeding the masa to at least one shaft; 
rotating the shaft; 

removing gas bubbles from &e masa with the projections 

on at least one shaft; and 
forcing die masa througji die slot, toward the sheeter 

joUexSt with die projections on at least one AafL 

16. The method for feeding masa as defined in claim 15, 
wherein said feeding is acconqilisfaed by gravity. 

17. The method far feeding masa as defined in daim 15, 
wherein said relating is arcomplhhed by a motoc 

,18. The mi^hod for feeding masa as defined in claim 17, 20 
wherein diere is a sazppcx far eadi primaiy roller; each 
scrapper having a blade pivotally mnnntrd and biased to 
longimdinally xide on the lower smface of its a^^sociatcd 
primaiy roller, die method farther conqiiising die steps o£ 
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sqiaradng masa from die lower sm&ce of each of the 
pnmary rollers. 

19. Hie mediod for feeding masa as defined in daim 15, 
herein the masa hopper also has a pair of opposed, 
horizontally, aligned pnmary rollers between die slot and the 
sheeter rolleEs, the primary rollers eadi having a generally 
cylindrical suiface and two ends, the method further com- 
prismg the steps of: 

lotadng die primaiy rollers; 
drawing the masa between the primaiy rollers; 
compressing the masa into a generally anifcnn curtain; 
and 

feeding said uniform curtain into the sheeter lolleis. 

20. The method for feeding masa as defined in claim 19, 
wherein die masa hopper also has two endc^, each endcqi 
mounted around the ends of the primary rollers, the method 
further coTnprisfjag the step of: 

preventing the movement of the masa past the ends of die 
primaiy rollers. 


